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BEHEADING OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 
 
The Reading from the Prophecy of Isaiah (Chs. 40, 41, 45, 48, 54) 
 
 Thus saith the Lord:  “Comfort, comfort My people,” says God.  “Speak to the 
heart of Jerusalem, you Priests, comfort her, for her humiliation is increased, her iniquity 
is pardoned; for she has received from the Lord’s hand double for her sins.  The voice of 
one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight the paths of our 
God.’ 
 
 “Go up to a high mountain, you who are proclaiming glad tidings to Zion, lift up 
your voice with strength, O herald of good tidings to Jerusalem.  Lift it up, fear not!  I the 
Lord God, I have heard the poor of Israel and will not forsake them.  I will open rivers on 
the mountains, and fountains in the midst of the valleys; I will make the deserts pools of 
water, and the thirsty land springs of water.  Let the heavens rejoice from above, and let 
the clouds rain down righteousness; let the earth bring forth, and let it sprout forth mercy 
and cause righteousness to shine forth also.” 
 
 “Declare this with a shout of joy, and let this be known, proclaim it to the end of 
the earth.  Say, ‘The Lord had redeemed His servant Jacob!’  And if they thirst, he shall 
lead them through the desert, He shall bring forth water for them out of the rock.  
Rejoice, O barren one who did not bear; break forth into singing and cry aloud, you who 
have not been in travail!  For more are the children of the desolate one then of her who 
has a husband.” 
 
 
The Reading from the Prophecy of Malachi (Chs. 3,4)  
 
 Thus saith the Lord Almighty:  “Behold, I send My messenger before Thy face, 
who shall prepare Thy way before thee, and the Lord whom you seek, shall come into His 
temple.  But who can endure the day of His coming?  For he is coming like the fire of a 
furnace and like the fuller’s herb; and he shall cleanse, refining and purifying, as it were, 
silver and gold.  And he comes to you with judgment, and will be a swift witness against 
the evil ones and against adulterers, and against those who swear falsely by My name, 
against those who withhold the hireling’s wages, against those who oppress widows and 
beat orphans, against those who avoid judgment in favor of strangers, and against those 
who do not fear him,” saith the Lord Almighty. 
 
 “For I am the Lord your God, and I change not; and you, the sons of Jacob, have 
turned aside from the Law and have not kept it.  Return to Me, therefore, and I will return 
to you,“ says the Lord Almighty.  “And all nations shall call you blessed, and they shall 
understand that I am the Lord, who distinguishes between the righteous and between the 
transgressors on that day, in which I shall act to spare those who love Me.” 
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 “Know, therefore, and remember the Law of Moses, My servant, as I commanded 
you at Horeb, the statutes and ordinances for all Israel.  And behold, I will send to you 
Elijah the Tishbite before the great and glorious day of the Lord comes, who shall turn 
the heart of a father to his son, and the heart of a man to his neighbor, lest I come quickly 
and smite the earth,” saith the Lord Almighty, God, the Holy One of Israel. 
 
 
The Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon (Chs. 4,5) 
 
 The righteous man, though he die early, will be at rest.  The righteous man who 
has died will judge the ungodly who are living.  For they will see the end of the righteous, 
and will not understand what was said about him; for the Lord will cast down the ungodly 
speechless to the ground and shake them from the foundation; they shall become desolate 
to the end; they will be in sorrows, and their memory will perish.  For they will come 
with fear at the thought of their sins, and their iniquities shall stand against them to 
convict them. 
 
 Then the righteous man will stand with great boldness before those who have 
afflicted him, and those who have made of no account his labors.  Having seen it, they 
shall be troubled with much fear and they will be amazed at his most-glorious salvation.  
They will say within themselves in repentance, in anguish of spirit they will groan and 
say: “This was he whom he had sometimes in derision and a proverb of reproach—we 
fools!  We accounted his life as madness, and his end to be without honor.  How is he 
numbered among the sons of God?  And why is his lot among the Saints? 
 
 “Therefore, we have erred from the way of truth, and the light of righteousness 
did not illumine us, nor did the sun shine on us.  We took our fill of the paths of 
lawlessness and destruction, and we walked impassible pathways, but the way of the 
Lord we have not known.” 
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EPISTLE READING 
BEHEADING OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

ACTS CHAPTER 13:25-32 
 
 
Priest:     Let us attend. Peace be unto all. 
 
Reader:  And to your spirit. 
 
Priest:     Wisdom! 
 
Reader:   The Prokimenon in the 7th Tone: 
                 The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord, and shall hope in him. 
 
VERSE:   Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer; preserve my life from fear of the 

enemy. 
 
Reader:    The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord.   
 
Priest:      Wisdom! 
 
Reader:    The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. 
 
Priest:       Let us attend. 
 
Reader: In those days, as John was finishing his work, he said, ‘What do you 
suppose that I am?  I am not he. No, but one is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
untie the thong of the sandals on his feet.’ “My brothers, you descendants of 
Abraham’s family, and others who fear God, to us the message of this salvation has 
been sent. Because the residents of Jerusalem and their leaders did not recognize 
him or understand the words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath, they 
fulfilled those words by condemning him. Even though they found no cause for a 
sentence of death, they asked Pilate to have him killed.  When they had carried out 
everything that was written about him, they took him down from the tree and laid 
him in a tomb. But God raised him from the dead; and for many days he appeared 
to those who came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, and they are now his 
witnesses to the people. And we bring you the good news that what God promised to 
our ancestors. 
 
Alleluia Verses: 
 

1. The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, like the cedars of Lebanon he 
shall increase. 

 
2. They that are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of      

our God.          
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